
Handout 2.2

For each of the following books, read the notes as well as the passages taken
from them. Why do you think they were not included in the canon of Scripture
(either Old or New Testament)?

“Though incorrectly ascribed to the apostle Peter, the Gospel of Peter is
comprised of 14 paragraphs (or 60 verses), written around 150 A.D., which
describes the events surrounding the end of Jesus’ life including his trial,
crucifixion, burial, and resurrection.
This Gospel is only partially preserved in one 8-9th century manuscript,
beginning and ending in mid sentence. The Gospel of Peter contains many
similarities with the New Testament Gospels including the basic outline of the end
of Jesus’ life with his trial, crucifixion, burial, and resurrection, but it also contains
a number of additions.” (Ryan Turner, Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry)

First and Second Maccabees were Jewish writings regarding the history of the
Jews during portions of the time period between the Old and New Testaments.
They were written in the second century BC (likely date of 1 Maccabees) or first
century BC (likely date of 2 Maccabees), probably originally in Hebrew for 1
Maccabees and Greek for 2 Maccabees, though the surviving manuscripts are in
Greek.

2 Maccabees 12:43–45
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The Gospel of Mary Magdalene (also known as the Gospel of Mary) is a Gnostic
work written in the second century around 120-180 A.D.1 Though supposedly
written by Mary Magdalene, the Gospel is actually regarded by modern scholars
as anonymously written by someone in Gnostic circles. It was common for
anonymous writers in the second century to attribute the name of a popular New
Testament figure to their Gospel in order to gain credibility.  (Ryan Turner, CARM)

Chapter 9

Ecclesiasticus was apparently written by Jesus, grandson of Sirach, sometime
between 190 and 170 BC. He was a philosophical observer of life who lived in
Jerusalem and was well versed in the Hebrew Scriptures and traditions. The
original book was written in Hebrew, and a Greek translation was produced by
the author's grandson about 132 BC.

Chapter 33


