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There are many theories about how the death of Jesus on the cross achieves
salvation for us. We will look at just some of those theories.

Earliest formally identified theory of atonement - early church Fathers.
Claims that Christ offered himself as a ransom. There was no clear
understanding of exactly who the ransom was paid to.
Many, but not all, thought it was paid to Satan.

Originated with Irenaeus at the end of the 2nd century.
Saw Jesus as the new Adam, systematically undoing what Adam did.
Recapitulation means ‘summing up’ so Irenaeus saw Jesus as
summing up all the stages of human life and reversing the course of
Disobedience.

Anselm of Canterbury in the latter half of the 11th century,
Regarded human sin as defrauding God of the honour he is due.
However, the satisfaction due is greater than all created beings are
capable of doing. Therefore, God had to make satisfaction for himself.
Christ's death is substitutionary in this sense: he pays the honour
instead of us.

Peter Abelard, 12th century French abbot
Holds that God's justice might demand such a compensation, but God
does not ask for it. Rather, his limitless love overrules his need for justice.
Jesus’ life and death becomes an inspiration and an example for
Christians to follow.
Council of Sens (1141) declared him a heretic.
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16th century Reformers
The Reformed view says that Christ died for man, in man’s place, taking
our sins and bearing them for us. As Christ bears man’s sin, he takes the
punishment for it and sets believers free from the penalties of the law.
The justice and holiness of God are satisfied by this substitution.

Gustaf Aulen 1931
Asserts that “the work of Christ is first and foremost a victory over the
powers which hold mankind in bondage: sin, death, and the devil.”
Dislikes the idea that God cares so much about the satisfaction of His
justice that He would choose to punish Jesus.
Aulén also claimed that the satisfaction and substitution models pit
God and Jesus against one another, while Christus Victor places them
on the same side, fighting evil together.


